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The Danish Islands

School Gardens l

When the United States senate in 1867 failed to
ralify the (reaty negoiiated by secreiary Seward of the
de;u'nrm’m of stalc tor the purchase of the Danish
West Indies, the members of Lhe bpdy showed lack
of foresight. The islamdy, three im ntomber, St Croix,
St Thomas anf S Jolkn, Bave an area of only 138
pquare miles 2nd (he populstion is sumall and dwindling.
Put these Danish possessiond, lying edst of Perto Rieo
ard on & great chip noute to the Panama canal, have
much strategic value, With Porto Rico they command
an impertant gateway to the Carribean. The port of
Sit. Thomas han & fine harbor

Anoiber effort made by the United Stales in 1502
te acquirs the Danisch West Indies, John Hay being
then secretary of staie, failed because of the Danish
purliament’s tejection of ihe agreement, wwier which
title was to be transferred. Now, however, the inlands
are in & bad way an dihe planters and other iphabitanis
are eager (0 come undet the Amencan flag. As sugar
growing s their chigd oceupalion it may be assumed
they will prosper under American rule

In view of the greater apprecistion today ol the
impotiance of thewe islands to the United States it is
to be muppose Athst the senate will place no obstacels
in the way of their acquisition in case the diplomatic
officers of the goverament are able to lay before that
body another agreement with the Danish government
for their purchase en {air trms. Copenhagen dispatches,
however, deny that the sale is now under consideration.

If the public only knew the way snmors get started
along the Mexican border, it would sympathize with a
sewnpsper that triefsto get things right., For instance:
A story is circulating and many epople credit i, that
Saturday nmight after the Fori Bliss fires, troops gave
chage to two wwea in an automobile across the plains
oast of the fort and that near the school of mines, the
soldiere were attacked by a large force of Mexicans
and fought for half an hour. The discharge of cart-
ridges in the fire, presumably gave rise 10 the report
There was no other foundation for the repost,
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This i the real El Paso spring weather

switched on another brand for g Jew days

They

The idea of schioo! gardens and school garden instruc.
Hon and work is delightful but difficult to earry omt,
difficult {n gel’ started because public schools must be
yun largely on tradition. Yet there is prohably po in-
fluence that could be started in a child's life that .
surer to benefit his health, multiply his joy capacity,
make him friends with Jacte, and shrive his soul, 1han
interesting him in garden work.

Washington bas been working cul a public school
gatiening course and public school gardenn for ten
years, and has arrived af some very happy and proud
and profitable results. A start was made with galy
the high enthusiasm of one teacher for capital 1o
finance the effort. After she had well besun, bits
of money slowly filtered in uotil a small fund called
ths Public Gardens fund is available for purchase ot
fertilizers and tools, and for small cash prives 1o suc
cesuful flower and vegetable raisers. Washingten now
has regulsr school garden work and vegular instruction
in sail preparation, planting, pruning, debudding, fer
tiliging, cultivating, and all the fundamenizi ideas of
quceessful gardening: There is & small equipment of
touls, and thers are four big schoul gardere, one con.
nected with the normal scheel and one with a negro
sthool.

In the big garden plots the children are assigned
a strip as far as the land will go, and are allowed to
have whatever vegetables or flowern they raive on it
From many of the school yards flowers are regularly
sent to the Wospitals, a free gift from the willing
children to the sick and wretched of the city. Thou-
sands of penny packets of seeds are sold the chiliren,
and home gardens are discassed and encooraged; the
pupil gardeners bring their troubles with blight or cut
worms 10 school to talk over with teacher, who becomes
more of an autherity than ever as she helps out with
thiv work in which children are so srdently interested—
making things grow,

The flowers that are their own wards, and vegetables
and fruits that their bands are responzible for, are
childhood’s great treasure and anchors for growniip hap-
pinesn.

In the summer vacations the volumteers who talke
charge of the school flower bedn Are always many times
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more numerous than the hours of garden duly thal ean
be apsigned,

El ]'!'lnw has plenty of school problems already, but
one nevertheless would like to see the public and home
garden school education and work, and =eed and plant
distribotion started here. Things grow so happily, so
waondetfully here. If cne school could begin garden
work, an hour ‘or so a week for sach class, the plants
and sweds at (lre end of the season wonld start four or
eight schoals, ind every school wonld be the distributing
center for garden ideas and plants and seeds and cuy-
tings, so that in a few yesrs there would not be many
bare and untidy back yards in town. There would be
gardems, and the youngsters would thyive on beauty,
sutdour work, facts, and miracles,

The unfolding of the plant from the sted or the bulb,
ih= Tiiting up of each leai perfect in ite pattern de-
cipmed when the world was young, the mirtacle of the
flowey bud in the sun changing inlo the wide open
brilliagt (lowser, the ripeming of the seed as the flower
perfecie its besuty and falls, the =eeds themseives safe
in their pockets and vases and poches waiting the day,
are jessgas in life avd hup:—aﬂ‘lhe Better for pever
beitg put in wobds, never d.i!llll‘.‘d in the ears, but traly
lesrned by heart by the child

Any one who hus and keeps a gavden from spring
until spring again, watching the four appuinted seasons
and the work of wind asd rain and sun, and the envrgy
and plan held in the uny seed or bulb or roots, 11
blessed by the miracie of life

Volysteors and militia are all right for a secoud
defence army for the pation, but for quick actiom, we
need a big army of trained regulars. There is nothing
in the world prooprtionately equal to the United States
reguiar army.

—g
1§ the fires at the Fort started accidentally, it sewms
strange that there should lisve been two similar acci-
defits on the sams evening, 1f they were inceadiary, it
weoms a bit more sirapge how the incendiaries could
have got past.the guards into the post te start them.
o —
At Ixu'. usefulness bas beem discoversd fer the
“Big Besd" It iz a goud place to train United States
troops in amctive service. -
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El Paso is fortunate in having a Clouderofl,
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Ailnii'lg at Lasling Peace

| Service From Sinecures

w Vork has shown how sinecures
he public. The position of city
chamberlain of New York is a sinecure. It pays $12,000
a year and the duties are very light. Under Tammany
administrations the practice was to appoint as chamber-
lnin some politician of influence. The Hral appointes
of mayor Mitchel to the pesition way Heary Bruers,
former director of the bureal of municipal Tecearch.
Mr. Bruere has continually recommended that the
pasition of chamberisin be abolished, but the state legis-
lature has failed Lo act on the rﬂummeuds!iun_ While
be held the position Mr. Bruere used his time in carry-
ing om studies of governmental problems for the begefit
of the maver an dother municipal authorities. Mr
Bruere having resigned the pasition, mayer Mitchel has
named another man whose specially is public utility
regulation. The man is Mile Roy Maltbie, who sexved
as a member of the public wtilitics commissicn under
governor Hughes. ) : -
The purpose of the mayor in appeinting Mr. Malthis
to a position which pays a Jasge salary and calls fur
little weorke is to utilize his time as @ public utility

Mayar Mitchel of Ne
ma ybe made of use tof

Tn the anomuncement of the meeting in Washinglon
%“ May 26 of the American branck of (he League 1o
aforce Peace—gver which mesting ex-president Taft
1€ 1o preide—there is recognition of the fact that peace
Tests upom force. The league, it is declared, is oot a
an anti-preparedness organiza-
it proposes that
after the present war by the us»
of ecanomic and military fores. ,

Throughout the period of recorded history, say the
officers of the league, such peace ac bas been estab-
lished was kept and its ares widened in only one way.
Individualn bave combined their efforts 19 suppress
violence in the Jocal community. Communities have co-
oparated te mainfain the authoritative state and fo
preserve peace within ita borders. States have formed
leagnes of various kinds or bave cooperated in' other
Ways lo establish peace among themselves. “Always
peace has been made and kept, when made and kept at
all, by the superior power of superior mumbers acting
in unity for the comman good.”

The ealy irouble is, that neither suparier sumbers

1
: East Texans

expert for Lhe city® :

With the right kind of men i public office even the
sinecures can be made of value te the public. But
the woo proper method of dealing with sinecures is to

abolish them.

0or superior power are invariably right in this wosid.
e i
Brevity is the soul of wit, snd while too much
in manners is mont unmaaperly, a reasonable,
tempered, kindly brevity in telephonming and brevity in
bnsiness notes is politensss pure and crysialized. Brav-
ity In writing is difficult emough, to sy just the right
thing and atop; but brevity in telephoning, to give
greeting, say what ia pecessary, and stop with a polite
ir even more difficult. Ysl évery one realizes
that long telephoning is absolutely sxbausting. It wears
ohe out without getting anywhers and ix cootrary fo
the proper use of the talking wires. Brief yet polite
telephoning is mot cultivated as it should be.
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AL feast, we are getting started towarde 3 regulas
army. Let us hopq some future congress will complete
the worlc and give us enough men to make the cousiry
safe from invasion.
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We could build a wall around the Rio Gravde valley

and live without the reat of the world. That's the sorr
of country we have here,
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El Paxo always does it best. The El Pase militia

company at San Astonio is the Biggest and mest effi-
cisnt in camp. "

e

Although El Pase faiied to get into the Rio Grande
association league, we still have a pretty good brand
of baseball in the local city lesgue.

The roads are good and the country is calling This
is the ideal time for sutemobiling.

Some of the published l;lpl of the “Big Bend"” raid
would make a geographer writhe in agony.
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Cluderaft time is almost hare
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No Dimmers? Traffic Men Will Catch You

Slmw Interest In pass

City
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Uncle Sam

:

A

PATIENT man is Uncle Sam, 25 mild and gentle as a limb. He lakés no
stoek in useless scraps, in swapping swals with hrawling chaps, in pulling
hair and blacking eves, just for the sake of exsrcise.

roundup vast, when Uncle Sam gets riled st last.

sétene, and has & meek and tranguil mien, the wranglers sometimes think it sate’
his grave and reverend ctrns to chafe. They steal his dog and shoot his cat, and

But there will be 2
Because Be's patient and

I throw large dermicks at his hat; their {oolishment still further gues, unmtil at
lnst they tweak his nose. Thea Uncle Sam takes off his coat, and rolls his shirt-
sleeves to kis throat, spits om his hands and cracks his heels, and hollers till
the welkin reel, And siraghtway, tn 8 brace of shakes, he'll whip his weight
. in cats ar snakes, as he has whipped them in the past, when Uncle Sam gets riled

atl last,

his ribs you camnot always poke, and think he'll 1ake it as a joke

You cannot always kick bis shins, and think he'll wesr forgiving griks;

To outer

I duriness you'll be casi, when Uncle Sam gets riled at last
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